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Events, which had seemed thus far to go steadily
against him in his negotiations, and which had
been supplemented by the attacks of the opposi-
tion in Congress for his alleged interference with
the course of justice in New York, now began to
turn in his favor. The news of the refusal of the
New York court to release McLeod on a habeas
corpus had hardly reached England when the
Melbourne ministry was beaten in the House of
Commons, and Sir Robert Peel came in, bringing
with him Lord Aberdeen as the successor of Lord
Palmerston in the department of foreign affairs.
The new ministry was disposed to be much more
peaceful than their predecessors had been, and the
negotiations at once began to move more smoothly.
Great care was still necessary to prevent outbreaks
on the border, but in October McLeod proved an
alibi and was acquitted, and thus the most danger-
ous element in our relations with England was
removed. Matters were still further improved by
the retirement of Mr. Stevenson, whose successor
in London was Mr. Everett, eminently concilia-
tory in disposition and in full sympathy with the
Secretary of State.

Mr. Webster was now able to turn his undi-
vided attention to the long-standing boundary
question. His proposition to agree upon a con-
ventional line had been made known by Mr. Fox
to his government, and soon afterwards Mr. Ever-
ett was informed that Lord Ashburton would be